FAQ by Researchers during Sciencefund Project Monitoring
	Question
	Answer

	1) Funding

a) Can we do virement of funds from one vote to another?
b) How many times of virement are allowed?
c) What is the limit for any virement?
d) Why is there delay in the funds disbursement (2nd payment and so on)?
e) Can we apply for purchase of:
· Special services or equipments

· Laptop, personal computer, printers etc.

-
To uptake research from lab to market scale

f)     Can we apply for extra allocations?


	Yes, every virement application should be made to the Research Management Centre (RMC) for amount which is 20% or less than the original allocation in the vote and to MOSTI for amount which is more than 20% than the allocation in the vote. The application should be accompanied with strong justifications. 
Virement can only be done once but any virement more than once will be considered and approved at the discretion of the cluster head.

There is no limit set for any virement. Virement application for amount totaling 20% or less than the receiving amount from a certain vote should be made to the RMC. Virement application for amount more than 20% of the receiving vote should be made to MOSTI through the RMC.
Funds are disbursed when the overall University/Research Institution expenditure performance exceeds 50%. In the event of a researcher needs further funding to continue with the project, he/she may request for advance from the RMC. The RMC has the discretion of taking funds from inactive projects and channel it to active projects. This will increase the overall expenditure performance of the University/Research Institution and thereafter MOSTI will be channeling subsequent allocations when the expenditure performance exceeds 50%.

The researcher may apply to MOSTI through RMC with strong justifications BUT the purchase should be made using the existing/allocated funds. 

No. The researcher is considered well equipped with these equipments (provided by the University/Research Institution). BUT in the event of a need for a high powered computer e.g. to run and process data, the researcher may apply to purchase using the existing/allocated funds.

The researcher may apply for Technofund for this purpose. It can be done after the project is completed and ready with a prototype.

No. Researchers have to use allocated funds according to their needs. No extra funds will be made available by MOSTI.

	2) Time

a)    Can we apply for extension of project completion date?

	Yes with reasons and strong justifications. The cluster has the rights to disallow time extensions if the justifications are not strong or raise any doubts.

	3) Project team

  a) 
Can we nominate a new project leader because of certain reasons?

	Yes with reasons and strong justifications on why the current project leader is unable to lead the project.

	4) Travel and Transportation
a)  How many overseas trips (for seminars and conferences) allowed during                  the duration of the project?

	Just one. The number of persons allowed for the overseas trip is limited to two only of which should include the Project Leader and a collaborator.



	
	


